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comfort. At the same time, young children have a right to
social experimentation — to find out what the consequences
of certain kinds of behavior are, and occasionally to learn
by their mistakes what is of worth and what to do next time.
These lessons, having no natural biological basis, are difficult
for children to learn.
Property Rights. — Property rights likewise represent re-
strictions difficult for the little child to comprehend. His
exploration of the world about him is hampered by the
"inviolabilities that every culture establishes with respect to
objects, persons, times, and places/' 42 If a child needs a
toy already taken by another, he must learn to substitute
something else in his plans. If he is not using all the sand
or all the paste, he should be willing to share it with others.
He should ask permission to use the pail and shovel which
he knows belong to another child. "Findings" are no longer
"keepings." He should realize that lost property should be
returned to the owner. He values things that he has made
and he should realize that others value their possessions in
the same way. If he makes,a mistake when he is still in the
process of learning the intricacies of the "accumulate customs
of thousands of years," he should be treated with tolerance
and reassurance, not labeled "liar*' or "thief."
Personal Health Habits.—-He should also have formed
certain personal habits, such as covering his nose and mouth
when sneezing and coughing, keeping his fingers away from
his mouth, nose, and ears; using his own towel, washcloth,
toothbrush, and drinking cup; washing his hands after going
to the toilet,^ and keeping his handkerchief in his pocket
whenever he is not using it. He should always wait to cross
the street until no vehicles are near, or until the policeman
gives the signal to go.
Laughter and Crying. — In addition to laughing in re-
sponse to the laughter and smiles of others and as a reaction
to physical contact such as tickling, nursery school children
laugh at the resolution of a dilemma presented to them by a
situation. Laughter occurred, first of all, in connection with
*s Unpublished lecture by Lawrence K. Frank.

